While covering the Civil War for THE ATLANTIC
MOMTHLY, famous American writer, Mathaniel Hawthome,
gave this description of the Willard:

“This hotel, in fact, may be much more just-
Iy called the center of Washington and the
Uninn than either the Ea]‘lil(:ir. the White
Howse, or the Stare Depariment . . . . You
exchange nods with governors of sovercign
Srares: you elbow illustrious men, and wead
on the roes of generals: vou hear staresmen
and orators speaking in their familiar rones,
You arc mixed up with office seckers, wire
pullers, inventors, artists, pocts, prosers ...
until identity is lost among them,”

The site on which the Willard InterConnnental Washingron
now srands has served as a hostelry in some form since 1816,
When brothers Henry and Edwin Wiltard boughr the proper-
ry in 1850, the horel's history as 2 major force in the social and
politcal life of Washingron began.
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* The Willard has hosted every president, as a sleeping
guest or as 1 guest ar a social funcrion, since Zachary Taylor
in L850,

* Because of assassination theeats, President-elect
Abraham Lincoln was smuggled inte the Willard ar dawn by
Dercerive Alan Pinkerron on February 23, 1861, Lincoln held
seaff meerings in frone of the lobby fireplace and the Willard
wis bursring ar the seams on rhe eve of his inaugural,
with wisitors packed ten to 2 rom. He and his family of five
seayed ar the horel unril his inauguratdon on March 4. They
returned o the Willard o view the Presidents inaugural
parade. Lincoln paid his Willard bill wich his first presidential
pavcheck, The toeal for his family's ten day seay, including
meals, was §773.75.
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* The first Japanese delegation 1o visit the United Seates
stayed at the Willard in 1860, Three ambassadors and their
entourage of 74, travelled to Washington o sign the first trade
and friendship treaties besween the owo countries, One of the
delegares wrote, “The house of the Secretary of State is nor as
fine as the horel.”
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* The Willard was the site of the Peace Conventien from
February 4 to February 27, 1861, Delegates from 21 of the 34
states met in a final, desperace attempt to avoid the Civil War A
plague from the Vigginia Civil War Commision, paying tribure
1 this courageous L:E%m, is mounted on the Pennsylvania avenue
facade of the hotel.
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* In the 1840' Kenmucky Senaror Henry Clay mixed
Washington's first Mint Julep in the Willard’s Round Robin
Bar. The scuthern classic is now the bars elegane signarure
cockrail. In 1862, Walt Whitrnan immaorralized the Round
Robin Bar in his poeric appeal o the Union roops:

“There you are, shoulder srraps, bur where
are your companies? Where are vour men?
Speak, blow, put on airs in Willand's sump-
tuous bar, or anywhere! Mo explanation will
save vou, Bull Run is your work™

* Julia Ward Howe, while a guest ar che Willard in 1861,
was awikened by the sound of Union soldiers marching
under her window singing the popular song “lohn Brown's
Body.” She had often choughr thar this song. which had
become something of an anthem for the Union roops,
deserved maore dignified words. Mres. Howe rose from her bed
and wrote the words for the song thar would inspire 2 nation,

“The Barrle Hymn of the Bepublic™

it o guest at b uﬂﬂwd'.
e fualic Wired Howe wvare
Hhe turpiring wordi af

The Bairde Hymm of tire
Hrpeatalic,

* Adter a long day in the Ohval Office, President Ulysses
5. Grant escaped the pressures of the presidency with a
bianady and a cigar in the Willard lobby, As word spread of
Grant's fondness for the Willard lobby, many would-be power
brokers approached him on individual cuses, Grane called
these people “lobbyists,” thus coining the term,
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* The 1870% ushered in an era of prosperity and
progress for America and che Willard condnued to keep pace
with the nation. Rooms now cose $4.00 a day, and even maore
luxurious accommodarions were available with privane baths.
The Willard insralled mechanical elevarors and  sold
Washingron's firsr ice cream sodas.



* At the dawn of the wenricth cenoury, one of
Washingron's first shyscrapers was mking shape in the form
af the Mew Willard Hotel, The first phase of the 12-story
building opened in 1901, the building completed in 1904,
Architect Henry Janeway Hardenbergh also designed New
York's Plaza Hotel, The Dakora and the original %Waldorf-
Asroria. Builr in the Second French Empire Beaux-#rs stvle,
the l‘:-Lli]Lill:l.g 1% one ::f“"ﬂ.\h:llg‘lc::f‘i fiese sreel stenenares.

* In 1916, Woodmw Wilson held n1|;'rri|1g.i af the
League e Enforce Peace, predecessor of the League of
Manons, ar the Willard, Wilson's Vice-Presidenr, Thomas
Marshall, in cricicizing the price of cigars ar the hotel news
stand said, "Whar this country needs is a good five cenr cigar.”

* The Willard stood in as the official presidential resi

dence tor nearly a monch in 1923, While President Coolidge
was waiting for the widowed Mrs. Warren Harding to move
from the Whire Flouse, he made the hotel his home, During
this time the presidential sandard flew from the main
entrance of the Willard.
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* On August 28, 1963, while a guest ar the Willard,
Reverend De Martin Luther King, Jr. wroe lis Eamous “1
Hawve a Dream” speech. D King delivered this speech on the
steps of the Lincoln Memorial during The March on
Washingron, Americas firsr large-scale inregrared protest
march. Afrerward, he and other civil righrs leaders mer with
|’:‘1,!hi.1.1-;;|'|l! FI:-I'Il'I l' ]’CL‘T‘I.M{!_\-' it I]'ll.‘ W-hih; Hlm:il.:.

* The Willard family sold their interest in the hotel
in 1946, The hotel continued to operate uneil July 1963
when its doors were closed. After a long legal battle, the
newly  created Pennsylvania  Avenue  Development
Corporatinn was given the aurthoriry and funding to prar-
chase the hotel and propertye. The Washangton-based
Oliver Carr Company, managing general partner of the
ewmership entity, dirccted the meticulous restoration of the
hotel and the construction of the new office building
including the Willard Cofiscrion, a group of houry retail
shops, The Willard TnrerContinenral Washingron opened
its doors on August 20, 1986 and u-l-::brn[uf the ft:-rmul
grand opening, which took place Seprember 22 1o 26, 1986,

* As a resulr of this historic restoranon, che Willard
resumed is place a5 2 major force in che secial and polirical
life of Washington, D.C. The hotel is once again the scene of
mectings, gala social events and sumpruous dinners in elegant
dining rooms. Heads of state siride through the vast lobby,
celehritics and senaroes stroll under the chandeliers of Peacock
.-".'El.':_l.'. (lasses are raised once more in the Bound Robin Bar,
and crowned heads rest again in lavishly appoinved suies.

* Famous guests of the Willard  have included: Jenny
[.il1|:].. P |:|-:-|:||||.|.r|.|. M:-I.I'I'i. .]:w'.i;ll., 1‘.:’;";ill ":("!nitn'l:l.l:l.. Fovina
Thumb, Samuel Morse, the Duke of Windsor, Flo Ziegficld,
Harry Houdini, the Barrymores, Mae West, Glona Swanson
and Gypsy Rose Lee. Today, the Willard continues to be the
hotel of choice for celebrities, heads of stare and rosalry,

* Recently, the Willard enjoyed an opulent renovation
af its 341 guest moms including 42 suites, the howels fine-
dining establishmene, The Willasd Room, and ics casual
restaurant, Café 1400, Gracious service of 4 bygone era is
evidemt everywhere as the Willard InterConrinental
Washingron enrers a new era on is illustrious, historic parh as
ane of the countrys maost nowable horels and grand American
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